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LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND ART g

SUMMER IN THE COUNTRY.

Y7 IAT shonld we do without our vacations? Tlow conld | sun kies their eheeks into roddiness and glow, evenf a littla
| tnn, or a freckle or two, prove the compensating prioe.

wa endure the monotony of professional labors, or of
ty occuputions, i the smomeranonths every yenr did not se-
aee s into the Selds and the mountaine, to the loikes or the
-shore, where we can make o holiday, amd row, nml sall, and
alk, and angle, and plenle, and oroqnet, to oor delicions
eart’s content ! Our sporte &re mainly only exenses to enjoy
sb-ofadoers,  Uroguet, for instunce, excites in us @ mild satis-
w0 donbd, bat, we deriy r greatest pleasture from the
sb-of=dosr conditions that pertain to i1, The sunsbine and the
aaa, ind the fowers and the soft, refreshing airs, anid the peace-
1) r|||.im, nll s anid fill ns with Arcadian content, nnd it is
wesi that render croguet, snd all forms of ont-deor o=
wenty so mich appreciated. Tt bos, Indeed, been wickelly in
matad that the real popnlarity of eroquet ks derived from an-
ther camge. There is more or less flirtation connected with
[T T it is believed, and the silmirable |'|FI||||]'1II]'|i,lliqu- it
Tors for lttle coquettish eomedies are supposed to have
rgely to do with the favor the sport enjoya  Aequiintance
pens readily under ite anepices ; thers are the side-whispers,
w banterings, the pumberless J'ru.'||'.m-|-i¢-u, thia :|-||.'|1.'||-3I on ths
ae hand, and the copartnership on the othee, the merry-
aking that vouth and good splirits eall up; amd lLence young
om anid women find the sport highly eomlucive to tlat keener
il anltler guine thnt _r-:mth andd boanty are alwave ELEEr 10 !l]n:(_
ut Mr, Winslow Homer, in his sketch, has drawn only women
layers. Tt ks purs lking for the gan " onrk-nfudoors,
wnt higs bronght these lalies Into the feld. ¥No decper pur-
ose i mggested, Croguet iz entitled to oor enconest benedic-
oms ip this, that it hna Deen, amd §s, the means of tempting
sung women into the sir and son, We My pum‘i opr fair
1e% 80 tenderly that the winds of henven shall not visit their
wonlea Ena ranehlv s hint ae wlll Bla therm all fhe laotdor 58 tha

the charms of ont-ef-doors in-
e r vaenbions, so moch
FIat i) |;|'uf.m[g\lrl than th n former years, A not m 2
with overy oni, the wat seplnees : m bl n hit, n Intie sleep
in the morning, and o drive at twilight. Tt means with many a
whole-souled, hearty ombrace of Mature, 1t means the walk,
the mountain-nscent, the sail, the row, the
snre-footed nags; it means berrying, Ssling, riding,
and merry-making in fields and woods. Tt & 8 surr
the heart to the sweet influences of Noatere, It is o keen zest
for the beantles of woodland and rviver—a lovging to gather
strength, sonl, aml cournge, Anteus-like, from the L Itis
& polng back, behind all that art and over-civilization have dons
for s for thess thonsonds of centurics to those nomulic tastes
and longings that underlie the most artificial natores, It i lin-
portant that sometimes the sun shonld shine upon us, the rains
beat upon us, the winds get ot us. All forms of sports nmd
pavstimes thot cnrry ns oot apon e tuef, thet permit ns e G100
ourselves with deanghes of pore air, that give nz physionl ex-
bhilaration, ave supremely good, There are better things for
those parposes thain eroquet, even for young women.  Croguet
is m mort of con nise with the refinements of civilization, It
permits us to be rint and fastidions. It is vastly hetter than
cosy sladlas on the [EzEna, or uuru!-rumli:nu in ths nrbar, or flle-
tations in the parlor, but not nearly 86 good psarow on the lake,
a picnic on the mountaing, a search for the ploturesqus in the
woindod valloys, or other forms of vigoreus ont-of-door mmnse-
ment.  Bot there is no doubt that crogquet has, during the lust
few vears, dose more thun aoy thing elso to promote with voung
ladies o liking for open-nir games, and thisis o sorvice in the cause

nf hoalth and hasnte that Jascrean aoe sneccnmeed cemasboosioa

It ks dlelightiul to know 1
orease in favor with womd

w
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